CHAPTER II

" DIE  FREIHEIT,"   l86l

WE are chiefly concerned with the political essays ; and of
these Die Frcilicit is the first which claims attention. It was
written in 1861, at an early stage of Treitschke's political
evolution, and it shows us a Treitschke in some respects very
unlike the Treitschke of the later and maturer Politik. Die
Frcikeit is a review of Mill's Essay on Liberty, a review which
attacks the fundamental assumptions of Utilitarianism,
which puts the case for a strong State, and for a State that
is more than the means of realising individual happiness.
This we should naturally expect. But when Treitschke
passes from negation to affirmation, it is surprising how
much of humanism and of Liberalism he has retained in his
revolt from the lines of thought then fashionable in the
smaller German States.

" How lifeless, how sterile are the supporters of absolut-
ism in fheir opposition to the demands of the nations for
liberty 1 It is not a case of two mighty streams of thought
rushing in mighty billows one against the other, until out
of the whirlpool a single new stream emerges to flow
along a middle course. No ! there is one stream which
surges against a rigid dam, making for itself a way
through thousands of fissures. Everything new which the
nineteenth century has created is the work of Liberalism.
The enemies of liberty can only persist in negation, or
waken to the semblance of new life the ideas of days
which have long since been submerged. On the tribunes
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